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God’s Mercy to the Broken
Genesis 26-2927 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. Genesis 25:27-28 (ESV)


1. Dysfunctional Beginnings (Gen 25-26)
· ______________ divided; Isaac loved Esau, Rebekah loved Jacob (25:27)
· Jacob takes advantage of Esau’s weak character and acquires his birthright for bread and stew. This cements the brotherly hatred (25:29-33).
· Esau marries Canaanite women. This decision displeases both Isaac and Rebekah (26:34-35).

6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the Lord before I die.’8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice as I command you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that I may prepare from them delicious food for your father, such as he loves. 10 And you shall bring it to your father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring them to me.”
Genesis 27:6-13 (ESV)

2. Stolen Blessing (Gen 27)
· Premeditated deceit – Jacob obeys Rebekah but dishonors his father
· Threefold _________________ – “Who are you” (27:18), “How is it…” (27:20), “Are you really…” (27:24)
· Family belief uncovered – “The LORD your God” (27:20)
· Esau’s blessing stolen (27:18-40)
· Premeditated murder – Esau plans to solve his problem with Jacob by resorting to Cain’s detestable solution
· Premeditated flight – Jacob obeys Rebekah and receives Isaac’s blessing regarding his marriage
· A broken, scattered family
· Isaac pronounces the blessing of Abraham over Jacob


3. Divine Dream (Gen 28)12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13  And behold, the LORD 
stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
Genesis 28:12-15 (ESV)

· Covenant ______________ -  In the midst of fleeing from family drama Jacob receives assurance that he will live in covenant relationship with the LORD.
· Jacob’s vow – He seeks to respond to God’s mercy in the midst of his destitution. 
· Individual faith – “The LORD shall be my God” (Gen 28:21)



4. Divided Family (Gen 29)30 So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.31 When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. Genesis 29:30-31 (ESV)

· Jacob is consumed with marrying Rachel. _______________ is elevating a good thing to the primary, supreme place of authority which only the LORD should inhabit. 
· Competition between Rachel and Leah 
· The children of Jacob inherit dysfunction but also carry on God’s covenant with Abraham
· The ___________________________ was traced back to Leah (as the mother of Judah, Luke 1)




[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary: God has chosen to show mercy to the weak, broken and despised. In the story of Jacob, we experience the brutal honesty about the sinful state of humanity, even those of the line of Abraham. The mercy of God is personally extended to Jacob through his self-disclosure at Bethel. The LORD sets his affections on the undeserving to accomplish his sovereign plan for redemption through Abraham’s offspring.

Discussion Questions
· What are some of the habits or patterns (good or bad) that have been passed down through your family relationships?
· How did idolatry sneak into Jacob’s life? How can idolatry sneak into our lives?
· How have you experienced God’s mercies in your family relationships or personal story of salvation?
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